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“Climb of a Lifetime” – STERLYNN MARX
For Sterlynn, a 30-year-old who loves hiking and other outdoor activities, moving to Colorado was a dream come true. 
This was the perfect place to combine her work as a philanthropic event planner with her love of outdoor activities like 
camping, tennis, and running. Unfortunately, five months after she moved, she received a devastating diagnosis. She 
had breast cancer. Although both her mother and grandmother had been struck with the disease, the diagnosis was still 
shocking for a vibrant young woman like Sterlynn.

Hundreds of miles from her friends and family on the east coast, Sterlynn found herself facing the biggest uphill battle 
of her life. Nevertheless, she courageously forged on. Completing 6 rounds of chemo, Sterlynn chose to have both 
breasts removed. In a single surgery, the cancer was taken out and each breast was successfully reconstructed using 
donated dermal tissue. As difficult as  it  wa s to  de al wi th th e lo ss of  he r na tive br easts an d ad just to  th e ne w on es, 
Sterlynn was thrilled with the results of her breast reconstruction.

When Sterlynn learned that donated skin was used in her surgery, this tugged at her heartstrings. “My work with 
philanthropy relies on the generosity of people to give so that others can get the help they need. Now, I am experiencing 
generosity of a different kind—generosity in a deep and personal way,” remarked Sterlynn. As one of over 3-million 
breast cancer survivors in the United States, Sterlynn feels blessed to have received the precious gift of life. Through
tissue donation, she proudly reclaimed her life with a renewed sense of vigor and is now enjoying life living in the
midwest with her husband and daughter.

“  My work with philanthropy relies on the 
generosity of others to provide help to those in 
need. Today, someone’s gift of skin donation is 
allowing me to rebuild my life again. ”

–Sterlynn
BREAST CANCER SURVIVOR & RECIPIENT OF SKIN GRAFTS


