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STORIES OF HOPE.

" Tissue donation gave me a chance at living life
fully again. My donor's skin now sits right above

my heart and will be remembered forever.
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BREAST CANCER SURVIVOR, SKIN GRAFT RECIPIENT

Surfing the Tsunami

Imagine being CEO of a fashion company when a monster wave threatens your life. Naheima, both a proud mother of three
children and an avid surfer, experienced just that. While catching waves in Singapore, she had a terrible surfing accident.
Naheima hit the oceanfloorandwas bruised badly fromherneck toherknees. Duringher treatment, the doctors discovered
a tumor growing in the back of her breast. Naheima was diagnosed with breast cancer on her daughter's birthday. The
devastating news hit her like a tsunami.

As part of her healing journey, Naheima received 5 months of chemotherapy. During her second round of treatments, she
alsoreceivedimmunotherapy. Intime, Naheima underwent amastectomy. During the breast reconstruction procedure, her
surgeonused donated human skingrafts. Acommon concern for women undergoing treatment is how natural they will look
andfeel afterwards. Naheima's response was simple:“| love them, and | couldn’t be happier with the results.”

Naheimahasbecomemore comfortable talkingaboutherexperience.She hasreached outtoher community and connected
with others who had been through similar experiences. She realized the impact that donation had on her life and wrote to
her donor family. “I definitely will be living my life more fully and will try to care for myself a little bit more.”

Uponreflection, Naheimasays“l think I've always been an extremely positive person and thought life was precious, but this
definitely added a different layer of perspective. And to be honest, there is not a day that goes by where | don't think about
the gift that | was given. It sits on my heart. How could | not think about the person that gave their life, you know?”

Naheima s grateful for the gift of life and looks forward to catching the perfect wave again soon.
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www.mtfblologlcs.org/storles LIFE| donatelife.net
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Science Driven. Patient Focused.






