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“Grateful for the Gift” –MARY 
It was an ordinary Friday afternoon when Mary, an energetic teacher in Houston, was wrapping up her workday. She straightened 
her room, erased the whiteboards, and then checked her email. To her surprise, she saw a stunning message from her physician: 
“The results from your biopsy are back and we are 80% sure that it is cancer,” it read. The news was devastating. “What does this 
mean?”... “Are you sure this is my diagnosis?” she wondered. She spent the weekend in turmoil, thinking about what she had just 
read but unable to ask questions about her condition. None of this made sense. “I run marathons and practice yoga. I’m a vegan 
and eat a gluten-free diet. It couldn’t me,” she thought. Mary had always been a picture of health. In fact, cancer had never visited 
her family tree. Her life had been consumed with teaching students by day and by night. After years of saving, she was finally 
able to buy a cozy vacation home in the French countryside. How could cancer be touching her life, her body, especially now?

The news became more devastating. Mary had triple negative breast cancer - the most aggressive type of breast cancer 
- affecting mostly young, pre-menopausal minority women. Traditional treatments for this type of breast cancer are not 
usually effective. After visiting with an oncologist, Mary immediately began chemotherapy and subsequently chose to 
have bilateral mastectomy to avoid the possibility of cancer affecting the other breast. A few months later, she scheduled 
breast reconstruction surgery and decided to use donated skin grafts for the procedure. Mary had learned from a cousin 
that using donated tissue grafts was an option for breast reconstruction and she was pleased with her surgical results.

Gratitude is a word that comes to mind often to Mary. She is grateful for her new perspective on life, family, friends, and 
her donor gift that enabled Mary to feel whole again. “I’ve always been a registered donor but now I feel honored to be 
on the receiving end of this cycle of giving. This experience has awakened me to a whole new level of gratitude for the 
generosity of such as gift,” she remarked. Today Mary enjoys running again, spending time at her vacation home, and 
speaking to small groups about her cancer journey.

You can view Mary’s story on our YouTube Channel – TheMTF1.

“  Cancer knocks you off your feet. Today I am 
standing tall, after breast reconstruction 
surgery, all because of the generosity of 
strangers and the gift  of skin donation. ”

                –Mary 
BREAST CANCER SURVIVOR & RECIPIENT OF SKIN GRAFTS


