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The Gift of Donation Turns Personal 
–REGINA HARRIS 
Regina Harris had spent her career working as a nurse and helping to set up healthcare facilities at US Military installations 
around the globe. Among her many roles, an area of great pride was training staff on the importance of organ and tissue 
donation, and offering families whose loved ones would not survive about their options for donation.

Little did she envision that she would be on the receiving end of those difficult conversations, as a recipient of donated skin.

As retirement loomed on the horizon, Regina and her husband made the choice to settle in Arizona on the outskirts of Phoenix. 

Just as they were settling into their new life in the desert, Regina went in for a routine mammogram, and was asked to 
return for an MRI due to some suspicious looking tissue in her breast. As a healthcare provider, she asked to look at her own 
films, and was horrified at what she saw. The suspicious shadows looked like a large piece of gauze were thinly folded inside 
the layers of breast tissue. Biopsy results were positive.  Less than a month later, she underwent a double mastectomy.   

Regina feels very fortunate to have the option of having her post mastectomy breast reconstruction at the same time as 
the mastectomy.  Donated skin helped her heal, and be able to resume her work within 8 weeks of her surgery.

“I’m proud of the role I played in organ and tissue donation during my career, and I am so grateful for the tissue donation” 
said Regina, “I really look forward to the opportunity to give back by sharing my story, hopefully inspiring others to 
appreciate the value of donation”.

REGISTER TO BE A DONOR AT  

donatelife.net
Read more recipient stories on  

www.mtfbiologics.org/stories

“  I’m proud of the role I played in organ and tissue 
donation during my career, and I am so grateful 
for the tissue donation that is helping me with 
my recovery following breast cancer surgery. ”

–Regina 
BREAST CANCER SURVIVOR & RECIPIENT OF SKIN GRAFTS


