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A Second Shot at Life – BRIANNA SAWYER 
Brianna Sawyer, her husband, and two young boys had just purchased a large piece of land in Idaho and were enjoying 
an active, busy outdoor lifestyle. When the pandemic hit, the young family felt fortunate to be able to thrive on outdoor 
activities. Brianna made another lifestyle change and lost 90 lbs when she felt a lump in her breast.

At only 31, it was hard to believe that the diagnosis was indeed breast cancer. Brianna’s young boys were told that ‘Mommy 
had a sickness,’ and they jumped in to help with her care. They helped cut her pigtails and even chose her wig. After undergoing 
six rounds of chemotherapy, the next step was a double mastectomy. Brianna’s surgeon elected to use donated skin tissue 
to help support the reconstructive implants.

Only five days after her mastectomy, Brianna was hunting Easter eggs with her boys, and her recovery included camping, 
boating, riding dirt bikes, and jumping on the trampoline with her kids, and once again enjoying an active lifestyle.

Brianna wrote to her donor family to express her gratitude, “I will get more years of adventures with my family, thanks 
to the selflessness of your loved one. One can never fully repay for a second chance at life, but I am going to give it my 
absolute best shot!”

Brianna is cancer-free, and although she will have to continue diligent scans and follow up, she is confident, joyful, and full 
of hope for the future.

REGISTER TO BE A DONOR AT  

donatelife.net
Read more recipient stories on  

www.mtfbiologics.org/stories

“ �Thanks to the selflessness of your loved one, I will 
get more years of adventures with my family. One 
can never fully repay for a second chance at life, 
but I am going to give it my absolute best shot. ” 

  		          –Brianna 
BREAST CANCER SURVIVOR & RECIPIENT OF SKIN GRAFTS




