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Finding Her Voice – SUSAN QUIROGA 
For Sue, the topic of tissue donation was a labor of love. She spent most of her adult life advocating for tissue, organ and 
blood donation. One of the greatest benefits of her work was hearing the many heartfelt stories of hope and healing made 
possible through transplantation. She never imagined that one day, she too would have a personal story of her own to tell.

Six years ago, Sue’s life was turned upside down. She was juggling life as a busy mother of four, working full time, and 
caring for her elderly mother. Just when life seemed busiest, she heard those chilling words: “You have breast cancer.” 
Sue’s world came to a screeching halt. She recalls thinking, “I need to protect my kids and not have them worry about 
me. I want my husband to know that everything is going to be okay, and I needed to shield my mom from what I was going 
through.” In reality, Sue was even unsure how all of this would end.

Following her surgical consultation, a bilateral mastectomy was her only option. When she heard her physician ask, “What 
size would you like to be?” Sue realized she did have choices and sensed that everything would be okay. Sue’s plastic 
surgeon told her that donated dermal tissue would be used for her reconstruction surgery. “I was overcome by gratitude 
and humbled when I realized I was going to be a tissue recipient,” exclaimed Sue.

Two months after her breast reconstruction surgery, Sue was asked to speak about her experience. “I didn’t hesitate, 
even though I had never done public speaking before,” Sue said. “I was so humbled by the generosity passed on to me by 
my donor families, I was willing to go out of my comfort zone and make the gifts count even more. My donors’ gifts gave 
me strength.” Sue had found her own voice and now has her own story. Through the precious gift of life, Sue has reclaimed 
precious time with her family and is on a personal mission to educate others about donation and transplantation.

REGISTER TO BE A DONOR AT  

donatelife.net
Read more recipient stories on  

www.mtfbiologics.org/stories

“ �Skin donation has allowed me to heal after breast 
reconstruction surgery. My journey has made 
me stronger and I am grateful to be able to 
confidently stand in front of large audiences and 
give hope to others. ”  		              –Susan 
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