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STORIES OF HOPE.

" Iwould like to express my gratitude to my donor's
family. The best way | can do that is to live my best
life. Breast cancer survivors need to know they can
still look great after amastectomy! I didn't know
that. Now I'm interested in becoming a donor. ~
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BREAST CANCER SURVIVOR, RECIPIENT OF SKIN GRAFTS
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Living My Best Life! - ADRIENNE BROWN

Adrienne Brown is a wife, proud mother of a son and daughter, and a seasoned IT professional. In her spare time, she
enjoys playing tennis, has always been a runner, and has recently picked up biking. Because cancer runs in her family on
both her mother's and father’s sides, she has regularly received mammograms since her mid-thirties. On Tax Day in 2019,
however, she received shocking news. Despite her diligence, her breast cancer had gone undiagnosed.

During a routine visit, her OB/GYN did an examination by hand. “l just don't like what | feel,” the doctor said. Following a
mammogram, an MR, and a biopsy, Adrienne found out she had three tumors. Fortunately, her husband was there when
shereceivedthe devastating diagnosis.”It's kind of a shock to the system. You think you can prepare for this type of thing,
but you can't—especially when it hits so close to home,” Adrienne reflects. “We now had to tell the kids," she continued.

Being a native New Yorker, Adrienne refused to simply give up the fight. She first underwent six rounds of chemotherapy
to attack the largest tumor. The next step in the procedure was a mastectomy. After speaking with someone who had
been through the experience, she selected the option to have both the mastectomy and breast reconstruction in a single
procedure. The surgery using donated skin grafts ended successfully.

“lwould like to express my gratitude to my donor’s family. The best way to do that s to live my best life,” Adrienne proudly
proclaimed. “Breast cancer warriors need to know they can still look great after a mastectomy! | didn't know that,”
commented Adrienne. “Now, I'm interested in becoming a donor too," she concluded.”
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