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STORIES OF HOPE.

| am humbled and grateful that tissue donation
gave me the first steps in healing and recovery
after breast reconstruction. It has allowed me to
live out my life again, to feel feminine once more. ~

—(atnite

BREAST CANCER SURVIVOR & RECIPIENT OF SKIN GRAFTS

“TWill Survive" - LAURIE DECLARA

Laurie was only forty when she was first diagnosed with breast cancer. Her journey mirrored her mother’s, having also
beendiagnosedatayoungage. After learning that Laurie's mother was diagnosed with breast cancera2ndtime, Laurie's
friends urged her to schedule a follow-up mammogram. Althoughithad been10 years since she had first been diagnosed
with and treated for cancer, as soon as Laurie saw her radiographic image, she knew the news would not be good. This
time, the type of cancer was different. [t was more invasive and would require amastectomy. Fearing therecurrence of a
3rd round of cancer inthe other breast, a 50% risk according to her oncologist, Laurie opted for abilateral mastectomy.
“As awife and mother of four active boys, | need to be here for my family. | needed to survive,” she said.

Deciding toundergo the mastectomy was the easy part for Laurie. She was not, however, prepared for the emotions that would
follow. Laurie's considering a bilateral mastectomy raised questions like: “What will | look like? Will | still feel feminine? Would a
mastectomy be noticeable in clothing?" These were some of the many questions that flooded Laurie’s mind. Her plastic surgeon
immediately put Laurie at ease with the reassurance that after a single surgery, she will not only have the cancer removed but
willalsohave newbreastsin place that willgive her the confidence to feel as feminine as she always has. A couple of weeks after
her surgery, Laurie was self-assured once again. She was pleased with both her outcome and her decision.

Laurie was pleased to learn that donated skin grafts used with her breast reconstruction surgery. As a healthcare
professional, Laurie was elated to find that donated tissue could be used to help so many people in so many ways. She
later discovered that her donor was a woman - possibly a mother, daughter, aunt, or sister. She was so moved by the
generosity of her donor's gift, that she was compelled to express her gratitude to her donor’s family. “Thank you for
giving me such an amazing gift. You have given me back to my family. You have made it possible for me to live out my life.
| want to honor your loved one’'s memory with strength and grace.”
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