
“Without Missing a Beat” – SUE PILON 
At age 52, Sue was diagnosed with breast cancer, the third generation of her family to battle the disease. Her maternal 
grandmother died of the disease but her mother, now deceased, was a 25-year survivor. It was her mother’s experience 
as a breast cancer survivor that greatly affected Sue’s attitude towards her diagnosis.

“When it was my turn to face this disease, I was determined to not just beat it. I wanted my life back completely. Breast 
reconstruction was not offered to my Mom and her quality of life wasn’t the same after cancer,” Pilon said. “Given all 
the advances in breast cancer treatment and reconstruction options in the years since, I was certain there was a path 
available that would get rid of the cancer and yet allow me to get back to the way I looked and felt before the surgery.”

The University of Michigan Breast Cancer Center and Plastic Surgery Department provided the answer. Since Sue’s 
cancer was discovered very early, and her overall health was very good, she was a candidate for reconstructive surgery 
using dermal skin grafts.  Her mastectomy and reconstruction all occurred on the same day and she left the hospital 24 
hours later, cancer-free and not requiring any additional reconstruction.

“This is a tremendous gift I’ve been given. I am extremely aware and appreciative of the fact that a family, at the worst 
possible time, was asked if they were willing to make a gift of organs and tissue from their loved one, so that other 
people – strangers – might have a great quality of life after breast cancer without missing a beat. I thank my donor 
family in my heart every day,” said Pilon. 

You can view Sue’s story on our YouTube Channel – TheMTF1.
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